
 
 
 

Policy and Finance Committee     Agenda Item No. 14 

 
Date:  11 January 2016   
 
Title:  Big Plan II Review 
 
Purpose of the Report: To assess the status of projects arising from  
 Big Plan II and determine future direction 
 
Contact Officer:  Mark Saccoccio, Town Clerk 
  Sarah Sandiford, Committee Officer  
 

 

Corporate Objective/s LLTC Three Year Plan – objective 17 – review of 
Big Plan II 

Implications:   

Financial √ See 4.2, 4.3, 4.5.2 

Human Resources √ See 4.4, 4.5.2 

Operational/Service 
delivery 

  

 
1. RECOMMENDATION 
 

Should members be minded, the proposals are to endorse and 
recommend to Council that: 

 
1.1 Ongoing projects (as outlined in Appendix B) be incorporated into the 

Town Council’s Three Year Plan and that provision continue to be made 
in future Town Council budgets (within the appropriate committee 
budget).  

1.2 No specific budget allocation for Big Plan Projects be included in the 
Town Council budget from 2016-2017 onwards. 

1.3 The Big Plan document is not replaced after 2017 but that existing 
strategies and plans be utilised to guide future projects, with public 
consultation taking place via forums such as website, social media and 
open events as and when required.  

 
2. BACKGROUND 

 
2.1 The Town Council adopted the Big Plan in 2007. It was created in order to 

address parish expectations as well as rapid expansion brought about by 
housing growth. The subject of rigorous public consultation, the Big Plan offers 
aspirational as well as realistic project outcomes which were to be funded by 
developer contributions, the Town Council as well as third parties. 

 
2.2 Further consultation and evaluation took place during 2010-2011, resulting in 

an updated document “Big Plan II”.  This document was adopted by the Town 
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Council at its meeting on 18 April 2011 as the parish plan for 2011-2017.  
 

2.3 At the time of endorsement, it was agreed that the plan should be reviewed in 
six year’s time, to allow a future Council the opportunity to publish a new or 
updated Parish Plan half way through its scheduled term of office, should it wish 
to do so. 
 

2.4 In recognition of the significant demands of creating such a document, not least 
in terms of officer resources and time to undertake and analyse public 
consultation, it was deemed prudent to start undertaking a review of Big Plan II 
during 2015-2016. This would also help inform the development of a five-year 
financial plan for the Town Council.  

 
3. UPDATE REGARDING POLICIES, PROPOSALS AND PROJECTS 
 
3.1  Following the creation of the Partnership Committee in 2011, a Big Plan II 

Projects Sub-Committee was established to evaluate the policies, proposals 
and aspirations contained within Big Plan II and to determine deliverable actions 
following assessment of the required costs and resources. 

 
3.2 The Sub-Committee met on a total of nine occasions between February 2012 

and May 2013. Representatives from local partner organisations and relevant 
interest groups were invited to attend meetings. Each topic contained within Big 
Plan II was assessed and a table compiled outlining the current status of each 
policy/proposal along with suggested deliverable actions.  
 

3.3 Following its final meeting on 14 May 2013, a list of nine short-term objectives 
was presented to the Partnership Committee to consider allocating funding and 
resources.  
 

3.4 Evaluation of the nine short-term objectives demonstrates that seven have 
been completed, with two deemed not currently deliverable (see Appendix A 
on Page 5).  
 

3.5 Evaluation of the proposals, policies and aspirations outlined within Big Plan II 
demonstrates that: 
 
3.5.1 10 remain ongoing projects (see Appendix B, pages 6-7) 

 
3.5.2 29 proposals have been completed (see Appendix C, pages 8-12) 

 
3.5.3 41 aspirations, while supported by the Town Council and the Partnership 

Committee, cannot ultimately be delivered by either Council without the 
involvement, both financial and otherwise, of other parties (see 
Appendix D, pages 12-21).  

 
 
 

4. MOVING FORWARD 
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4.1 In light of the need to review, the Committee is asked to carefully consider the 

implications for both resources and budget moving forward.  
 
4.2 In terms of the ongoing projects (Appendix B), it is anticipated that these 

should be incorporated into the Town Council’s Three Year Plan and that 
provision continue to be made within the Town Council budget in support of 
these aspiration (within the relevant Committee budget).  
 

4.3 Beyond allocation of funds for the ongoing projects as outlined above, it is 
anticipated that a budget heading specifically for Big Plan Projects is no longer 
required and recommended that this be removed from Town Council budgets 
with effect from the financial year 2016-2017.  
 

4.4 Delivery of ongoing projects may have resources implications and this will be a 
matter for Town Council review through the Personnel Sub-Committee, as 
deemed appropriate by senior management.  
 

4.5 The recommendation from Town Council officers would be not to develop or 
publish another long-term plan to replace Big Plan II. This recommendation is 
based on many factors, including: 
 
4.5.1 It is now significantly quicker to engage and consult with the public 

via electronic media such as websites and social media channels. 
Such consultation can be undertaken at a greatly reduced cost, 
compared with the need for public meetings or exhibitions. Fast 
turnaround means an idea can be endorsed and progressed much 
more quickly than in the past. The timescale involved in creating large 
scale documents means that they may quickly become outdated.  

 
4.5.2 The creation of another long-term plan would, in addition to the cost 

for consultation activity and printing, necessitate a significant 
investment into additional staffing resources for a period of time likely 
to exceed one year and possibly extend to two years. Presently, the 
salaries budget does not include provision for such a growth item.  

 
4.5.3 As has been discussed on many occasions, a suite of strategies, 

plans and documents now exist for many aspects of the town. These 
strategies and plans, created by both the Town Council and Central 
Bedfordshire Council, will inevitably support the direction of future 
projects within the parish. Examples of these plans include: 

 

 Town Council Three Year Plan 

 Town Council Signage Strategy 

 Town Council emerging Sports and Physical Activities 
Development Plan 

 Central Bedfordshire Leisure Strategy 

 Masterplans for Linslade Wood & Tiddenfoot Waterside 
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Park 

 Management plan for Parson’s Close Recreation Ground 

 Development brief for land south of the High Street and 
Bridge Meadow 

 Central Bedfordshire Local Travel Plan and Parking 
Strategy 

 Central Bedfordshire East Leighton Linslade Framework 
Plan 

 
4.6 In light of 4.5 above, it is recommended that public consultation be undertaken 

to assess support and demand for projects on an ad-hoc basis, as potential 
projects emerge, through mediums such as website and social media channels, 
community events and public interaction, for example through the town market.  

 
 

5. CONCLUSIONS 
 

5.1 Big Plan and Big Plan II have proven successful which, at the time of their 
development, were considered innovative and aspirational. The completion of 
29 projects arising from Big Plan II alone demonstrates without doubt its value.  

 
5.2 However, the original premise behind the Plan – the forthcoming housing 

development to the south of the town – has now largely taken place and the 
changing times in which we live now demand a revised approach, in which the 
cost (not only financial but in terms of time and resources) of creating such a 
strategic document should be weighed against the potential benefits.  
 

5.3 A modern approach to public consultation through electronic media and other 
similar forums, as a means to assess potential projects for the parish, would 
not only facilitate much faster feedback from local residents but enable projects 
to be progressed at a significantly faster rate.  
 

5.4 Council is therefore asked to consider the recommendations as outlined in point 
1.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix A: Big Plan II – short term projects as identified by May 2013 
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 Big Plan II Short Term Projects Comments September 2015  

   

 Culture, Heritage and Tourism  

1.  Enhance four town gateway signs with 
addition of Fairtrade information (as 
endorsed in Signage Strategy) 

COMPLETED 

2.  Establish a town gateway sign at the 
Grovebury Road entrance to the parish 
(as endorsed in Signage Strategy) 

COMPLETED 

3.  Install a leaflet rack by the noticeboards 
in the multi-storey car park 

COMPLETED 

 Greening and Green Infrastructure  

4. Re-assessment of the Green Wheel 
strategy 

COMPLETED – Green Infrastructure 
Plan created and adopted in 2014-15 

5.  Greening of Bideford Green area, 
possibly through tree planting 

COMPLETED – planting of fruit trees 

 Children and Young People  

6. Support new schemes at TACTIC such 
as summer scheme/holiday project 
scheme/Duke of Edinburgh 

COMPLETED – holiday schemes run 
very successfully during 2014 and 
2015. Further youth provision 
established at Mentmore Pavilion, 
Linslade IN 2014.  

7. Consider resurfacing of outside tarmac 
play area at Vandyke Road youth club 

Investigations undertaken but project 
currently not deliverable. This project 
has been included in a list of potential 
spend for S106 monies by CBC from 
the expected new development site. 

 Town Centre and Retail  

8. Development of the street market – 
further “how to be a trader” workshops 
and enhanced publicity 

COMPLETED and now onoing 
through Market Sub-Committee 
(Policy and Finance Committee 
budget).  

9. Undertake scoping work regarding 
possibility of creating a “performance 
area” (i.e. a covered area, similar to 
bandstand) based around the Stone 
Circle at the bottom of the High Street 

Investigations undertaken but project 
currently not deliverable.  

 



 
 
 

APPENDIX B: CONTINUING PROJECTS 
 

 Category  Comment April 2012  Comment December 2015  

 Culture, Heritage and Tourism    

1 Celebrate the heritage of the Parish. More 
information, interactive exhibits and educational 
resources are required. A Town Trail would be a 
useful means of information sharing with 
visitors. We also hope to continue to celebrate 
and publicise the town's connections with The 
Borrowers.  

 Children’s literary trail to launch August 2012. 
Greensand Ridge Cycle Way being signposted  
New P3 Open Spaces leaflet produced. 
LB & District Archaeological and Historical Society 
willing to work with LLTC to update a historical trail 
leaflet for the town.   
A book on the history of the Bassett family recently 
published. 
Tourist information leaflet being prepared.  

The aspiration to establish a legacy heritage 
feature of the town is being progressed 
through the Economic Development service. It 
is anticipated that external grant funding will 
be sought during 2016-17.  
Tourism leaflet published and Tourism 
Strategy to be revisited by the Partnership 
Committee during 2015-2016 (pending 
completion of Central Bedfordshire Council’s 
tourism strategy).  

 Sport and Leisure    

2 To establish and brand Leighton-Linslade as a 
sports town with a fit and active population, that 
can use locally available high quality sport and 
physical activity opportunities. 

 Ongoing. The creation of a Sports and Physical 
Activities Development Plan is currently in 
progress through the Leisure and Community 
Committee and will drive forward sporting 
provision and wellbeing themed activities 
within the town.  

3 The development of existing and new facilities 
throughout Leighton-Linslade and securing 
external funding to achieve this. 

 Ongoing.  

4 Secure the provision of additional adult and 
junior football pitches at Astral Park. 

 Pitches are now available for use and the process is 
ongoing for development of further sports facilities at 
this site. 

The provision of junior football pitches has 
been achieved.  
Negotiations continue in respect of adult 
football pitches on land currently owned by 
Central Bedfordshire Council.  

5 Support Linslade Tennis Club with its planned 
expansion to include a purpose built club house 
and additional courts. 

 Discussions continue with the Tennis Club and an 
application for funding is being made to the Sport 
England Inspired Facilities scheme. 

The 2014 refurbishment of Mentmore Pavilion 
undertaken by the Town Council has provided 
the Tennis Club with a dedicated space. 
Expansion of courts will be considered through 
the Leisure & Community Committee.  
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 Greening Leighton-Linslade    

6 Leighton-Linslade will be entering the 2011 
Anglia in Bloom competition to build on the 
success of 2010.   

 A High Silver award was achieved in 2010 and a 
Silver Gilt in 2011.  Judging for the 2012 campaign 
took place on 13 July 2012 and the result is awaited.  

The Town Council continues to support and 
invest in the “In Bloom” programme through 
the Leisure and Community Committee and 
with the support of the Town Council’s 
Grounds and Environmental Services team.  

7 To organise community involvement and 
encourage local residents to take ownership of 
local projects.  

 A community orchard was planted in Billington Park in 
early 2012 in conjunction with various community 
groups.  This was followed by the planting of several 
trees at Astral Park, to be watered by residents. A 
significant amount of community participation was key 
to the 2012 Anglia in Bloom campaign, including litter 
picking and  removal of non-endemic species in 
Parson’s Close, to encourage native flora and fauna.  

Ongoing through community projects such as 
the In Bloom campaign – progressed through 
the Leisure and Community Committee and 
with the support of the Town Council’s 
Grounds and Environmental Services team.  

8 To develop more links with local businesses.   For the first time in 2012, local businesses were 
approached to support the Anglia in Bloom campaign 
via sponsorship of planting beds, troughs and baskets 
in the town centre.  Councillors have attended 
meetings of local business groups and the Town 
Council is financially supporting local businesses 
through Central Bedfordshire Council. 

Ongoing through community projects such as 
the In Bloom campaign – progressed through 
the Leisure and Community Committee and 
with the support of the Town Council’s 
Grounds and Environmental Services team. 

9 To encourage more involvement from local 
schools.  

 Schools were encouraged to grow sunflowers and 
create scarecrows as part of the 2012 Anglia in Bloom 
campaign. 

Ongoing through community projects such as 
the In Bloom campaign – progressed through 
the Leisure and Community Committee and 
with the support of the Town Council’s 
Grounds and Environmental Services team. 

 Transport and Traffic    

10 Continue to improve walking routes to the town 
centre, railway station and local schools. 
 

 Ongoing.  This remains an ongoing project for both 
Councils.  
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APPENDIX C: PROJECTS COMPLETED 
 

 Category  Comment June 2012  Comment September 2015  

 Sports & Leisure    

1 The Town Council is currently preparing two 
Master Plans for Pages Park and Mentmore 
Road Park.  

 A final report from the consultant was received in April 
2012. A Task and Finish Group is now focussing on 
priority actions arising from the report.  

COMPLETED 

2 An expansion to Alwin’s Field creating a further 
20 allotments. 

 This has been completed, resulting in 30 new plots 
and significantly reducing the waiting list for 
allotments. 

COMPLETED 

 Green Infrastructure    

3 The Town Council is actively looking into 
extending the Ouzel Valley Park towards 
Grovebury.    

 Information received from Central Bedfordshire 
Council on the possibility of compulsory purchase of 
land at All Saints Meadow. 

COMPLETED – LLTC has purchased Peace 
Meadow and CBC has purchased Church 
Commissioners land.  

4 The Greensand Trust is currently producing a 
Masterplan for Rushmere Park which will be 
published at the end of 2010.  

 The Rushmere Framework has been published and is 
available at: www.greensand.org .  Recent 
developments include a family walking trail and 
webcam footage of the grey herons.  Planning 
application for new café imminent. 

COMPLETED BY GREENSAND TRUST 
 

5 A footpath will be laid alongside the River Ouzel 
to give access to the water course in early 
2011.  

 Almost complete – work ongoing. COMPLETED 

6 Protect and screen a strip of open space along 
the narrow gauge railway on Vandyke Road 
from future residential development.  

 Provision has been made in the development 
proposals for housing expansion in eastern Leighton 
Buzzard to protect the narrow gauge railway line. 
Planning applications have yet to be determined by 
Central Bedfordshire Council.  
 

Plans now determined by CBC and strip of 
open space protected.  

7 Continue to improve access to the countryside 
from the town with the evolving “Green Wheel” 
concept.  

 New Greensand Ridge cycle way to be opened in 
2012. Further cycle path developments are expected 
as a result of Central Bedfordshire Council’s 
successful bid for a grant from the Sustainable 
Transport Fund. 

Green Infrastructure Plan developed and 
endorsed during 2014-15 

8 Continue to develop green corridors alongside 
the River Ouzel, Clipstone Brook and the 
historic route of the narrow gauge railway.  

 Management Plan being developed for maintenance 
of the river and brook. Greensand Trust now own 

Green Infrastructure Plan developed and 
endorsed during 2014-15 

http://www.greensand.org/
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some land between the river and the canal (Smiths 
Meadow site). 

9 Preserve existing areas and provide more 
public green space and protect and preserve 
areas of historic importance, high biodiversity 
and scenic landscape.  

 An application is being submitted to protect Pages 
Field through the Fields in Trust Queen Elizabeth II 
Fields Challenge.  
Stanbridge Meadows County Wildlife Site acquired by 
the GST in 2011.  
The immediate threat of housing at Valley Farm has 
dissipated after the developer appeal was refused.  

The Town Council has successfully registered 
Pages Park as a Jubilee Field in Trust and 
Mentmore Playing Fields/Mentmore Memorial 
Gardens as a Centenary Field in Trust.  

 Greening Leighton-Linslade    

10 Plans are in hand to repaint the station forecourt 
to make it an attractive gateway to the town. 

 Some work has been undertaken by the Off The Rails 
group resulting in an award for community partnership 
working.  An entry has also been made for an 
“Industrial and Commercial Special Award” in the 
2012 Anglia in Bloom campaign.  Network Rail is due 
to undertake further improvements to the station in 
2012-13.  

COMPLETED 

11 To expand and develop further planting 
schemes around the town, with sustainable 
planting.  

 Ongoing programme to plant more perennials rather 
than annual plants in the Town Council parks and 
open spaces. A wildflower meadow is in place at 
Vandyke Curve and hedgerow planting has taken 
place at Stanbridge Meadows Wildlife Conservation 
Site to create a haven for wildlife. 
A focus on bee-friendly planting was requested.  
Consideration to be given to a wildflower area at 
Sandhills. 

Sustainable planting and encouragement of 
wildflower/wildlife sites has taken place at 
multiple sites across the parish, with the 
support of both councils.  

12 The following areas will be the focus of future 
“greening” projects: the town centre; Bideford 
Green; southern Leighton Buzzard; Billington 
Park; the Meadow Way area and approach 
roads to the railway station.  

 Planting of native trees and a fruit orchard at Billington 
Park has taken place in 2012. A “Pride in Leighton 
Buzzard” day organised by Central Bedfordshire 
Council, in association with key partners, took place in 
March 2012 and included removal of graffiti and 
clearance of litter from the brook in the Meadow Way 
area.  
Contact with Bideford Green Management Committee 
to be made. 
 
 

Fruit trees have been planted at Bideford 
Green with the support of the local P3 group 
and the Greensand Trust; further greening 
initiatives have taken place throughout the 
town.  
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 Town Centre and Retail    

13 By the summer of 2011 Central Bedfordshire 
Council will have formulated a Master Plan for 
land south of the High Street and Bridge 
Meadows. 

 Initial MasterPlans were issued for public consultation 
in late 2011 and have now been endorsed by CBC 
Executive. Plans are medium-long term and will 
develop as land becomes available. 

COMPLETED.   

14 It is hoped that the landmark building The Swan 
Hotel in the High Street will be refurbished and 
opened by Wetherspoons in 2011.  

 The Swan Hotel has been restored to its former glory 
and is now a very popular watering hole in the High 
Street, also providing much needed accommodation 
for visitors. 

COMPLETED 

15 Secure the rights for the Town Council to run 
the market on Tuesdays and Saturdays and 
continue to support more specialist markets 
throughout the year.  

 The Town Council took over the running of the market 
in June 2012 and the Market Charter has now been 
returned to the Town Council. A “Handmade in 
Bedfordshire” monthly market is being trialled. Visiting 
markets will include a French market, Italian market 
and Travelling market. The Farmers’ Market continues 
on a monthly basis. 

COMPLETED 

16 Secure provision of additional public parking 
(including coach parking).  

 This is a long term aspiration as land becomes 
available.   Advertising in Coach Monthly continues 
with suggested parking in laybys in Stoke Road near 
Linslade Wood/main rail line. 

COMPLETED. Acquisition of the former cattle 
market by Central Bedfordshire Council has 
temporarily enabled market traders to park on 
this site, freeing up public car parking spaces 
at Duncombe Drive car park.  

 Education and Employment    

17 A new 300 pupil lower school in south LB will be 
located on Kestrel Way. 

 Planning application approved October 2012.  Pupils 
will initially attend the Greenleas School site on 
Derwent Road. It is anticipated that the new school 
will be open for September 2013.  

COMPLETED 

18 Secure the land and funding for a college of 
Further Education.  

 Central Bedfordshire College/Council Central Bedfordshire College has submitted 
plans to establish a site on Stanbridge Road 
during 2015/16.  

 Transport and Traffic     

19 Central Bedfordshire Council is preparing a 
Local Area Transport Plan for Leighton-
Linslade. This four year plan will contain all 
schemes that they plan to deliver such as 
pedestrian crossings, cycle routes and safer 
routes to schools.   

 Refreshed document currently under consultation – 
due to go to CBC Committee in January 2013.  

COMPLETED BY CBC 
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20 A Station Travel Plan is currently being 
produced to improve the accessibility of the 
railway station to cyclists, pedestrians and car 
users through provision of a “Park and Stride” 
scheme.  

 The pilot programme is complete. Early stages of a 
new Station Travel Plan currently being drafted (2nd 
generation plan) and will be presented to LLTC in 
early 2013.  

COMPLETED BY CBC 

21 A programme of improvements to the railway 
station is being planned through the Station 
Access Improvement Project.  This will provide 
much needed facilities for those with mobility 
issues.  

 Pre-planning application plans to be presented to 
Planning Committee on 9 January 2013 – hoped for 
implementation in summer 2013.  

COMPLETED BY NETWORK RAIL 

22 Build roundabouts to replace the traffic lights 
along Lake Street.  

 In hand as part of the Exemplar project. To be 
completed in 2013 

COMPLETED 

23 Secure approval for a new Eastern link road to 
extend to the southern bypass relieving traffic 
from the eastern development to the town 
centre, by providing an alternative north-south 
route. 

 The draft Development Strategy for Central 
Bedfordshire was endorsed by the CBC Executive in 
November 2012.  However the planned eastern relief 
road will extend only to Stanbridge Rd rather than 
through to the A505 as wished by LLTC. 

COMPLETED 

24 Continue to implement the phased introduction 
of a 20mph limit across the town.  

 Extensions to 20mph along Lake Street and Billington 
Road. To investigate options for further 20mph zones 
particularly relating to safer routes to schools 
(encouraging walking/cycling for health reasons).  

COMPLETED 

25 Sensitively introduce an on-street car parking 
policy for roads adjacent and leading up to the 
town.   

 Awaiting feedback from CBC on residents’ responses 
to recent consultation in Linslade.  

COMPLETED – new CBC Parking Strategy 
introduced 

26 Support the development of Southern LB as an 
exemplar for sustainable transport and in 
particular support and extend the DASH Direct 
bus service for this part of the Parish.  

 Amey will work with CBC and LLTC to implement any 
proposals that may be appropriate.   

COMPLETED 

27 Seek opportunities to improve the environment 
for pedestrians and cyclists through the 
redesign of roads and public spaces for the 
following: 

- Church Square 
- Hockliffe Street 
- Lake Street 

 Some works on Lake St to improve cycle routes 
included in Exemplar scheme.  Works to Clarence 
Road underway.  

COMPLETED BY CBC 
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- Bridge Street 
- Clarence Road 

28 Improve the signage for people walking to the 
town centre and railway station and continue to 
improve the provision of information on local 
transport services. 

 Signage Strategy developed by LLTC during 2012.  
Awaiting input from Highways before commencing 
projects. 

COMPLETED 

 Social Infrastructure    

29 Secure use of a venue in or near to the town 
centre that has capacity to host large meetings 
and a range of social events. 

 Beyond securing the use of an existing building e.g. 
the Riverside Centre, this is unlikely to be realised until 
the Bridge Meadow Site is delivered.  

COMPLETED. The new Astral Park building, 
opened in April 2014, provides a facility 
capable of hosting large meetings and a range 
of other functions.  

 
 

APPENDIX D: PROJECTS WHICH, WHILE SUPPORTED IN PRINCIPLE BY THE TOWN COUNCIL, CANNOT BE DELIVERED 
BY THE TOWN COUNCIL IN ISOLATION OR IN PARTNERSHIP WITH CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL 
 

 Category  Comment April 2012  Comment September 2015  

 Town Centre and Retail    

1 Work with partners to implement the Master 
Plans for the town centre and specifically: 
Attract retailers that Leighton Buzzard lacks, 
e.g. men’s clothes, children’s clothes, toys, 
electrical equipment and entertainment (DVDs, 
CDs). 

 This is a medium-long term aspiration as development 
of land south of the High Street progresses. 

Ongoing through the development aspirations 
for the town centre; however this will be 
market driven and is not deliverable either 
solely by the Town Council or in partnership 
with Central Bedfordshire Council but will be 
driven by market forces in the retail sector. 

 Culture, Heritage and Tourism    

2 Secure a better venue for Arts and  
Drama displays/exhibitions. 

 New artists’ studio opening 2012.  
 
White House only short term option for exhibitions, but 
limited space. No plans to change the Library 
exhibition space or to use the Riverside Centre due to 
issues with building. 
 
Long-term aim to secure a better venue as part of the 
development of land south of the High Street and at 
Bridge Meadow. 

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority.  
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3 Utilise the town's waterfronts for a recreational 
development and continue to support the 
inclusion of a small canal boat marina and quay 
with shops, bars and restaurants. 

 Section 106 funds from Tesco expansion should 
create an improved water frontage. 
 
Redevelopment work on new marina by A505 
awaited. 
 
Anglia in Bloom volunteers clearing the brook in 
Parson’s Close Recreation Ground in Spring 2012 to 
improve environment.  

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

4 Continue to promote improvements to the 
quality and quantity of hotel accommodation 
available in the town. 

 The Swan Hotel refurbished and reopened in 2011 This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

5 Secure the provision of a tourist  
Information point within the Town Centre. 

 Dedicated TIC unlikely in the short term. Suggestion 
from I♥LB [now LB First] that leaflets, maps & 
information to be available from the Library and 
selected retail outlets. Clear signposting to these 
outlets needed from car parks.  
Experience Bedfordshire website now being run by a 
private sector Board.  

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

6 Look into promoting Leighton-Linslade as a 
base for tourists during the London 2012 
Olympics.  

 The Olympics website directs one to Visit Britain and 
Visit England, then back to the local tourist information 
office.  Businesses such as hotels and B&Bs would 
normally promote themselves via specialist trade 
publications and websites. 

No longer applicable.  

 Sport and Leisure    

7 Secure a new leisure centre as part of the 
proposed Eastern Development, with a range of 
facilities including a health club, climbing wall, 
sports hall and swimming pool. 

 Central Bedfordshire Council is currently developing a 
Leisure Strategy for the area. CBC is also continuing 
negotiations with developers regarding the proposed 
eastern development, but plans have yet to be 
determined. 

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

8 Secure provision of a suitable clubhouse, 
training and storage facilities for LB Canoe Club 
along with a launching site at Mentmore Road 
Park. 

 Long-term plans for Mentmore Road Park need to be 
established following the master planning process. 
Club willing to seek external grant funding. 

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 
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9 Continue to search for a suitable site for a club 
quality athletics track with changing 
rooms/storage facilities. 

 LB Athletics Club has suggested Astral Park as a 
possible location. Exact specification of land required 
& estimated costs to be supplied by club to LLTC. 
External funding would need to be sourced by club. 

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

10 Utilise land under the pylons on the southern 
side of the town to secure additional allotment 
plots.  

 Evidence suggests soil under pylons becomes 
contaminated with zinc. Possible health concerns if 
zinc concentration high.  
LLTC to continue seeking suitable land for additional 
allotment plots.  

While the Town Council is supportive of the 
provision of additional allotment space, the 
existing level of demand is manageable on the 
two existing allotment sites.  
 
 

 Local Services    

11 Central Bedfordshire Council’s Core Strategy 
Policy CS11 aims to protect areas in the local 
flood plain from inappropriate development; its 
Core Strategy Policy CS15(7) states that the 
East of Leighton-Linslade “will provide land for a 
new town cemetery”.  

 The National Planning Policy Framework now 
replaces the Core Strategy, which was withdrawn in 
2011. CBC is currently consulting on its draft 
Development Strategy.  
The planning applications for east of Leighton-
Linslade are yet to be determined by Central 
Bedfordshire Council.  

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

12 It is hoped that a woodland cemetery will be 
included in the Master Plan for Rushmere Park. 

 Investigations have shown that a woodland cemetery 
is not a feasible option for this site at the present time 
(possibility in future for ashes/memorials). 
The planning applications for land east of Leighton-
Linslade include proposed cemetery land. 

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

13 Support the development of a small wind farm 
close to the town to supply a proportion of local 
electricity needs. 

 No progress at present. This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

14 Ensure police resources deployed locally keep 
pace with the town’s population. 

 The Town Council continues to work closely with 
Bedfordshire Police, through Operation Dodford. 

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

15 Continue to support the implementation of 
suitable flood protection measures for Clipstone 
Brook. 

 Ongoing works being undertaken by the Environment 
Agency and the Internal Drainage Board.  CBC will 
determine the planning applications for land east of 
the town and possible implications for flooding. 
 

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 
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16 Promote renewable energy and sustainable 
living to the residents of Leighton-Linslade. 
Many residents are not aware of Government 
grants and free devices that are available from 
Water and energy companies. 

 Agreed to contact utility companies and publish any 
information received on Town Council website.  

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

 Green Infrastructure      

17 Negotiations are currently taking place on 
securing other green areas within the Parish.  
Sections have been defined to complete the 
greening.   

 The focus is on extending the Ouzel Valley Park land.  
Land owned by BE Aerospace, Church 
Commissioners and Canal and River Trust being 
negotiated. 

No current plans for additional land purchase. 

18 Provide a woodland cemetery, adventure play 
area, camp site and appropriate parking at 
Rushmere Park. 

 Initial investigations into a woodland cemetery at 
Rushmere have shown that it would not be suitable at 
this time.  

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

19 Continue to restore sand pits in and around the 
town to public open space, for formal and 
informal recreation including areas for wildlife 
and conservation.  

 Long term aspirations include public access to the 
lakes south of the bypass. The Sandpit Project Group 
meets three times per year to monitor progress and 
assess the bigger picture.  

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

 Greening Leighton-Linslade    

20 Ouzel Valley & Clipstone Brook:  Continue 
planting native wildflowers along the stretch of 
the River Ouzel either side of Leighton Road 
and keep both the River Ouzel and Clipstone 
Brook clear of litter and debris.  

 Negotiations continue with Central Bedfordshire 
Council regarding how best to undertake river 
clearance. A Management Plan will be developed. 

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

 Education and Employment    

21 Master Plans for the development of Bridge 
Meadows and land south of the High Street 
should provide further employment 
opportunities.  

 This is a medium-long term aspiration.   This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

22 Continue to support existing schools in 
preparing long term building plans, providing a 
blueprint for the phased renewal of buildings 
and facilities. 

 Central Bedfordshire Council This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

23 Ensure the Children’s Centre (Vandyke) is 
expanded to cope with demand.  

 Central Bedfordshire Council This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 
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24 Ensure that designated employment land within 
the Master plans for Eastern Leighton-Linslade 
will use local apprentices who have been 
unable to find work.  

  While land has been designated for this 
purpose in the eastern urban extension, this 
project cannot be delivered by either Council 
but will depend on market forces and third 
parties. 

25 Secure a new build hotel with a conference 
room which will help put Leighton-Linslade on 
the map.  

 Possibility of conference facilities at the LB Library or 
at a future College site.  
N.B. Swan Hotel refurbished. 

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

26 Secure the provision of land for mixed use 
commercial/industrial/office development. 

 16ha of proposed employment land in the plans for 
development to east of town 

While land has been designated for this 
purpose in the eastern urban extension, this 
project cannot be delivered by either Council 
but will depend on market forces and third 
parties. 

27 Secure provision of accommodation suitable as 
starter units for small businesses. 

 16ha of proposed employment land in the plans for 
development to east of town 

While land has been designated for this 
purpose in the eastern urban extension, this 
project cannot be delivered by either Council 
but will depend on market forces and third 
parties. 

 Transport and Traffic     

28 Campaign for improvements – not reductions – 
of local bus services, support the provision of 
community transport services, provide new 
home owners with information on local bus 
services and secure new and improved bus 
shelters with real-time information displays. 

 Ongoing through groups such as the Station Travel 
Plan Steering Group and those involved in the 
southern Exemplar scheme.  
Some funding secured by CBC through Local 
Sustainable Transport Fund. Problems with bus real-
time information displays hoped to be rectified shortly. 

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

29 Consider a park and stride scheme for users of 
the railway station, secure improvements to the 
existing station, particularly platform lifts and 
support the delivery of the Station Travel Plan. 

 Amey to implement the outcomes of the LL parking 
study of commuter parking areas. (LLTC will be 
engaged.)  
Schemes being developed and implemented for 
station improvements as part of the National Station 
Improvement Programme and Access for All. 
Expected delivery 2013. 
Previous discussions held with the Ascott estate 
regarding a “park & stride” scheme. 
 
 

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 
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 Cycling    

30 Secure the completion of Sustrans National 
Cycle Route 6 through the town and create 
designated routes to neighbouring villages 
using quiet roads, cycle paths and provision for 
cyclists on busier roads. 

 Improved links are planned to outlying villages 
including Stanbridge, Hockliffe, Billington, Wing, 
Heath and Reach and Soulbury.  
Alignment of cycle track down Stanbridge Road 
needed – potential impact of eastern link road not 
known. 

Routes are being developed by CBC as 
opportunities and funding arise.  
The status of Leighton-Linslade as a Cycling 
Town remains central to the strategy of 
promoting active travel for local journeys. 

31 Continue to increase investment to create a 
high quality cycle network; promote cycling as 
a healthy and sustainable alternative to the 
car, particularly if a journey is less than 5 miles 
and ensure every child has the opportunity to 
be trained in Cycling.   

 Travel Choices map/programme promoting 
walking/cycling routes as well as public transport 
options.  Cycle training undertaken at all middle 
schools.  

Cycle Town project ended. Cycling 
improvements continue through the Travel 
Choices programme under Central 
Bedfordshire Council, subject to available 
funding.  

32 Create fast, direct and continuous cycle routes 
to the railway station and the town centre from 
all parts of the town and, where possible, 
create new cycle and pedestrian routes across 
the River Ouzel, canal and Clipstone Brook.  

 Improvements planned from the Ouzel River bridge to 
Bridge Street and potential diversion from Parson’s 
Close to the High Street/Hockliffe Street.  

Cycle Town project ended. Cycling 
improvements continue through the Travel 
Choices programme under Central 
Bedfordshire Council, subject to available 
funding. 

33 Complete the development of the “safer routes 
to schools” cycling network and secure an 
appropriate reduction in speed limits on roads 
forming part of the cycling network.   

 Improvements planned from Bideford Green to 
Cedars/Linslade schools and from Meadow 
Way/Danes Field to Vandyke/Gilbert Inglefield 
schools.  

Cycle Town project ended. Cycling 
improvements continue through the Travel 
Choices programme under Central 
Bedfordshire Council, subject to available 
funding. 

34 Create routes to encourage leisure cycling, 
such as routes to pubs, parks and countryside 
parks and secure improvements and regular 
maintenance of road and cycle path surfaces.   

 Improved links needed to Tiddenfoot Waterside Park, 
Linslade Wood and Rushmere Country Park.   

Cycle Town project ended. Cycling 
improvements continue through the Travel 
Choices programme under Central 
Bedfordshire Council, subject to available 
funding. 

35 Promote travel plans for schools, businesses 
and organisations and secure cycle training for 
all, giving priority for school children.  

 Every school has a travel plan – all middle school 
children received cycle training – in 2013 more work 
will again be undertaken with local primary schools. 

Cycle Town project ended. Cycling 
improvements continue through the Travel 
Choices programme under Central 
Bedfordshire Council, subject to available 
funding. 

36 Maintain an up-to-date map of local cycle 
routes, seek to develop facilities for a range of 
cycling sports and support the local Cycle 
Forum.  

 Updated Travel Choices map issued 2012 containing 
information on walking, cycle and public transport 
routes, to assist with journey planning.  

Cycle Town project ended. Cycling 
improvements continue through the Travel 
Choices programme under Central 
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Bedfordshire Council, subject to available 
funding. 

 Social Infrastructure    

37 Support the continued evolution of the town 
centre library as a community facility offering 
book lending, access to ICT, learning spaces, 
study facilities, information, partnerships with 
other agencies, etc. 

 The library is developing its services.   However, it is 
envisaged that the library theatre will not be able to 
accommodate the increased population.  Whilst there 
are two other school theatres, none of the theatres 
have adequate backstage facilities. 

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

38 Ensure land is set aside in each major 
development for future community needs i.e. 
leisure and recreation, community projects and 
other social infrastructure. 

 Expectation is on the planning authority to help 
realise this.   

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

39 Ensure social and community infrastructure is 
available in the first phase of future 
developments. 

 Continue lobbying CBC. The introduction of CIL may 
allow certain community infrastructure projects to 
come forward sooner. 

This project, while supported in principle, 
cannot currently be delivered either solely by 
the Town Council or in partnership with the 
local authority. 

 Planning and Growth    

40 There has been considerable discussion and 
involvement of elected representatives at 
Unitary level on growth within 
Bedfordshire/Central Bedfordshire. A 
Development Strategy for Central Bedfordshire 
will have a direct impact on our Parish as it 
identifies land (previously in the Green Belt) 
that will deliver 2500 dwellings and 16 acres of 
employment land. The emerging Development 
Strategy incorporates many of the Big Plan 
requirements that were identified as essential 
pre-requisites for future growth. In particular it 
includes policies relating to sustainability, 
energy efficiency, transport, housing 
requirements, affordable housing, design of 
developments, phased infrastructure 
investments and open spaces. 

 LLTC has made representations to Central 
Bedfordshire Council in respect of the soundness of 
the emerging Development Strategy. Objection was 
made to the fact that : 

 The planning applications for the urban extension 
to the east of Leighton Linslade are likely to be 
determined in advance of the Examination into 
the soundness of the Development Strategy. The 
Council has objected on the grounds of 
soundness.  
 

Comment was also raised that :  

 The proposed CIL charge was considered too low 
and potentially not capable of delivering the 
commensurate level of Infrastructure and 
community benefits.  

 The Council is not convinced that the proposed 
employment land provision in the Vandyke Road 
area is deliverable.  

 

The Development Strategy is the responsibility 
of Central Bedfordshire Council as planning 
authority.  
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41 As a result of the ideas contained within the 
original Big Plan, the Development Strategy for 
growth within our Parish now contains specific 
policies such as: 

 Policy endorsed. 
 
Keep under review the necessity for a Neighbourhood 
Plan in order to attract CIL funding. 

The planning aspirations outlined, while 
supported in principle, cannot currently be 
delivered either solely by the Town Council or 
in partnership with the local authority. The 
Town Council continues to seek early 
involvement in section 106 negotiations, in 
partnership with CBC, to help drive forward 
the delivery of necessary infrastructure in a 
timely fashion.  

a New development will be supported by the 
timely delivery of social and community 
services and facilities and these will be 
developed as an integral part of major 
proposals. 

 CBC written to seeking a governance review to the 
east of Leighton Buzzard as any new development will 
look to Leighton Buzzard to provide services. 

b Include an appropriate Local Centre in an 
accessible location within the new 
development. The facilities will include a 
community hall, health facilities and retail 
facilities commensurate with the size of the 
development. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 

c Will provide areas of formal playing spaces and 
pitches and recreational opportunities, 
particularly for young people. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 

d Provide new or extended bus services  Policy endorsed. 
 
Real time bus information for Sandhills had still not 
been installed in every house.  However, it was noted 
that technology had now advanced considerable and it 
may be preferable to reallocate the funds for real-time 
information in private houses to provide improved bus 
services. 

e Provide residential land which can be 
developed with a mix of house sizes and 
tenures and which respects the general 
character of Leighton-Linslade using best 
practice urban design principles. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 
 

f Will provide land for a new cemetery.  Policy endorsed. 
 

g A Green Wheel of interconnecting open 
spaces encircling the town will be provided 
together with new and extended green 

 Policy endorsed. 
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corridors incorporating footpath, cycleway and 
bridleway links to the open countryside. 

h A neighbourhood centre with a GP health 
practice and local convenience stores will be 
built. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 

i Work with the planning authorities to ensure 
that neighbourhood centres in new housing 
developments incorporate community facilities 
to include: 

 Policy endorsed. 
 

j A suitably sized and equipped building where 
groups can meet and that volunteer/outreach 
groups can use as a base. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 
The proposed building at Astral Park is a good 
example. 

k A range of shops and restaurants and, where 
appropriate a pub. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 

l Health care facilities (surgery/pharmacy).  Policy endorsed. 
.  

m Bus stops/shelters.  Policy endorsed. 
 

n Recycling points.  Policy endorsed. 
 

o Play areas for children.  Policy endorsed. 
 

p Lobby for all new housing to be built to very 
high standards of energy efficiency, making 
them effectively ‘carbon neutral’. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 

q Ensure housing developments are effectively 
served by local buses. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 
The Dash Direct bus is strongly supported. 
 

r Link new developments within a network of 
safe walking and cycling routes linking housing 
with the town centre, railway station, local 
neighbourhood centre facilities and local 
schools. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 

s Work with the planning authority to ensure the 
provision of important infrastructure is phased 

 Policy endorsed. 
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in the early stages of future new 
developments, for example, formal and 
informal open spaces. 

Developers could be given trigger points to provide 
community and social infrastructure at thresholds once 
a specific number of houses had been occupied. 

t Work with the planning authority to ensure the 
mix of new housing meets the needs of the 
community – single person households, two 
and three bedroom homes, affordable houses, 
sheltered accommodation for the elderly, etc. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 

u Work with the planning authority to ensure all 
new housing and office developments enhance 
the existing character of the town. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 

v Work with the planning authority to ensure new 
housing developments have ‘soft edges’ 
improving access to the countryside and 
nearby green spaces. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 

w Secure greater powers to deal with eyesores. 
Invite and experiment with new and 
imaginative ideas on how to address this issue. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 

x Work with the planning authority to ensure all 
developments contribute appropriately towards 
meeting the town’s existing and future 
infrastructure needs. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 

y Work with the planning authority to secure new 
areas of formal and informal open spaces and 
allocate funding to expand provision of 
cemeteries. 

 Policy endorsed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


